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On November 17th and 18th, 2005, the Pulling Together Initiative - a Texas-sized partnership to 
manage invasive plants - hosted the first statewide invasive plant conference in Texas. The 
Pulling Together Initiative is a collaborative project between the Texas Forest Service, the 
Forest Health Protection branch of the USDA Forest Service, the Central Southwest Gulf Coast 
Information Node of the National Biological Information Infrastructure at the Houston Advanced 
Research Center, and the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center. The conference was held at 
the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center in Austin, Texas. 
 
Organized and conducted as an objective of a FY 2005 USFS Forest Health Protection invasive 
plant partnership grant to the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center and the Texas Forest 
Service, the goals of the conference were to: 
 

 Facilitate communication among the state's invasive plant stakeholders; 
 Develop a coordinated response to address invasive plant issues on a statewide level; 
 Provide a venue for sharing information about key invasive plant strategies; and 
 Raise public awareness of the problems posed by invasive plants in Texas. 

 
Conference Program 

 
Keynote Speakers – There were three keynote addresses emphasizing a National 
perspective on invasive species issues including Lori Williams, Executive Director of the 
National Invasive Species Council, Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C., Jim Miller, 
Research Ecologist and Invasive Plant Authority with the USDA Forest Service, Auburn, AL., 
and Tom Stohlgren, Science Director and Invasive Species Branch Chief with the USGS 
National Institute of Invasive Species, Fort Collins, CO. 
 
Invasive Species Overviews – A broad look at aquatic, riparian, and terrestrial invasive plant 
issues was presented by Texas Parks and Wildlife Department staff Earl Chilton, Bob 
Howells, and Kelly Conrad Bender. 
 
Abstract Presentations – There were 47 abstracts presented (including 12 posters) organized 
around key strategies from the National Invasive Species Council’s National Management 
Plan for invasive species: Leadership & Coordination (4), Early Detection & Rapid Response 
(9), Control & Management (12), Research (15), Information Management (4), and Education 
& Public Awareness (3). 



 
Panel Discussion – At the conclusion of the conference, six session chairs gave an overview 
of presentations in their sessions and hosted a question and answer discussion. The majority 
of the questions were centered about the emerging Texas Invasive Species Council. 
 
All participants in the conference received a 48-page publication containing the conference 
program and published abstracts. The Program & Abstracts document is available as a 
downloadable PDF from the www.texasinvasives.org website which also served as the main 
resource for publicizing the conference. 
 

Sponsors & Exhibitors 
 
Conference sponsors included the Texas Nursery and Landscape Association, the Magnolia 
Charitable Trust, the Lower Colorado River Authority, and the Texas Chapter of The Nature 
conservancy. Texas Parks and Wildlife Department donated printing services for the 
conference brochure and program and six companies rented exhibit space. 

 
Conference Participation 
 

The meeting was attended by a large number of individuals (N=199) representing a wide 
variety of stakeholder groups: 

 
Stakeholder Group N 
State Agencies (TFS, TPWD, TCE, TDA, TXDOT…etc.) 50 
University 16 
Municipalities 23 
Gardens, Parks, and Arboreta 25 
Green Industry 15 
Conservation NGOs 21 
Federal Agencies (USDA, NPS, USFWS, US Army…etc.) 33 
Other 16 
Total 199 

 
Approximately 25% of those attending actively participated in the conference as presenters, 
session chairs, keynote speakers, or on the planning committee. 

 
Summation 
 

The diversity and quality of the presentations, the interest in the subject, and the large 
number of participants from a wide number of stakeholder groups at the first statewide 
conference on invasive plant species were impressive. The conference was deemed a 
success by all in attendance and provided the foundation for a broad approach to the 
increasing problem of invasive plants. A post-conference survey of participants will be 
administered electronically to evaluate the experience and help determine the frequency and 
content of future conferences. 
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