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Invasive plants are one of the major threats to the ecological integrity, biological 
diversity, and productive capacity of the Nation’s forest and rangeland ecosystems.  
Thousands of acres are newly infested annually by the growth of current invasive plant 
populations as well as by new invasive plant species.  Federal, state, and private agencies 
need to form partnerships and coordinate the development of technologies to adequately 
address the spread and impacts of invasive plants. 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Forest Service developed a National 
Strategy and Implementation Plan for Invasive Species Management that is predicated on 
four program elements:  1 – prevention, 2 – early detection and rapid response, 3 – 
control and management, and 4 – rehabilitation and restoration.  This strategy included 
the need to develop biological control technology to manage widespread infestations, and 
wherever possible, to use biological control as a central feature in Integrated Pest 
Management efforts.  Forest Service – Forest Health Protection (FHP) has provided 
technical assistance for each of the four program elements for invasive plants.  Forest 
Health Protection participation emphasizes developing and implementing new 
technologies in collaboration with research and land managers. 
 
Biological control shows the most promise as a viable long-term approach to control and 
management of invasive plants.  Biological control is a proven target-specific strategy 
that has been used extensively to manage invasive plants.  Both FHP and Forest Health 
Technology Enterprise (FHTET) biological control programs support the Forest Service 
Strategy by providing technical and financial assistance in the development and transfer 
of technology to increase the use of biological controls.  The Biological Control of 
Invasive Plants Technical Working Group (BCIP) was formed to promote, facilitate and 
provide a national program component for biological control of invasive plants, and to 
identify and prioritize national technology development biocontrol projects for invasive 
plants.  Hopefully, the BCIP will improve coordination and accountability of biological 
control of invasive plant projects and develop and transfer additional biological control 
technology to land managers. 
 
The USDA Forest Service Forest Health Protection and Forest Health Technology 
Enterprise Team are jointly requesting proposals for innovative projects to advance the 
development of a national biological control of invasive plants program.  Projects need to 
relate directly to development or refinement of a biological control agent (e.g., rearing 
techniques, insectary development, host range testing, taxonomy); integrated weed 
management that has a biological control component; outreach and technology transfer 



(publications, workshops, symposia); GIS and databases to track biological control agents 
and invasive plants on a national scale (e.g., standard pre- and post-release and 
monitoring protocols, effectiveness assessment protocols, mapping of natural enemies, 
and ranking of invasive plant species for area-wide control).  
 
Examples of the kinds of projects that may receive consideration for funding: 
 

• Update Julien’s database for biological control agent releases (Julien and Griffith.  
1998.  Biological Control of Weeds:  A World  Catalogue of Agents and Their 
Target Weeds.) 

• Develop criteria for the selection of candidate invasive plants with potential for 
biocontrol. 

• Compile mapping information on the distribution of invasive plants and their 
natural enemies. 

• Implement projects to deal with the highest priority weed problems using 
biological controls currently available or develop these methods. 

• Comprehensive overview of the status of biological control of invasive plants by 
FS Region.   

• Support projects that address issues identified by the Technical Advisory Group 
(TAG) for Biological Control of Weeds (established by the Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service) to evaluate potential biological control agents.  

• Implement a standardized biological control of invasive plants monitoring 
protocol. 

 
Proposals are due:  April 5, 2010 
 
Proposals will be reviewed by the Biological Control of Invasive Plants Technical 
Working Group (BCIP) based on scientific merit and probability of timely success.  
Original innovative pilot projects, as well as proposals to expand existing technology 
development programs are strongly encouraged.  Proposals that fail to include the 
required information (as specified in the Proposal Format) will not be ranked.  Multi-year 
projects that are currently being funded by the FS or APHIS cannot be funded by this 
request for proposals unless a written statement is provided supporting the need for 
supplemental funding. 
 
It is anticipated that $412,000 will be available to fund selected projects.  Duration of 
projects may extend a maximum of three years, but total funds requested should not 
exceed $75,000 per proposal.  PROJECTS WILL BE FUNDED IN THEIR ENTIRETY.  
Quarterly and yearly progress reports are required for all projects. 
 
Projects will be funded as Cooperative Agreements.  Indirect charges will NOT be 
reimbursed.  A minimum cost share non-Federal contribution equaling at least 25% of the 
Forest Service contribution must be provided by the institution.  A portion or all of this 
non-Federal contribution can be in-kind costs. 
 



You are encouraged to include a representative on the Biological Control of Invasive 
Plant Technical Working Group (BCIP) as a contact for your technology development 
proposal.  The BCIP contact will be responsible for monitoring the progress of the 
cooperative agreement.  A current list of BCIP members:  Richard Reardon, FS; Stephen 
Covell, FS; Carol Randall, FS; Tom McClure, FS; Allen White, FS; Liz G. Hebertson, 
FS; Anne Marie LaRosa, FS; Lia Spiegel, FS; Michelle Frank, FS; John W. Taylor, FS; 
Tricia Wurtz, FS; Mary Dix, FS; Roy VanDriesche, University of Massachusetts; Mark 
Schwarzlaender, University of Idaho. 
 
If a BCIP member is listed as a cooperator (not a contact) he/she can rank your proposal 
but the score will not be used to calculate an average ranking. 
 
Proposals should be submitted electronically in Microsoft Word or PDF format by 
5:00pm EST on Monday, April 5, 2010, and should be submitted via email to 
rreardon@fs.fed.us – late submissions will not be accepted.  Receipt of all submittals will 
be acknowledged as quickly as possible.  Proposals can also be sent by First Class or 
Express Mail to:  Richard Reardon, US Forest Service, FHTET, 180 Canfield Street, 
Morgantown, WV 26505. 
 
Notification of acceptance or rejection of proposals will be made by April 19, 2010. 
 
Any questions about the proposals or the processes should be directed to Richard 
Reardon (rreardon@fs.fed.us, 304-285-1566). 



 
Proposal Format 

 
Proposals can be of any length up to a maximum of 5 pages, 8 ½ x 11 inch format with 1 
inch margins, typed on one side only, using 12-point font with no more than 6 lines per 
inch – standard spacing for 12-point font – and must include: 
 

1. Project Title 
2. Principal Investigator (name, institution, address, phone, FAX, email) 
3. Cooperators and Other Participating Institutions 
4. Amount Requested (yearly and total), Project Leveraging 
5. Project Goals and Supporting Objectives 
6. Project Justification/Urgency (relevance and significance - - describe the impacts 

that this invasive species poses to forest and rangelands both short and longer 
term and its potential spread) 

7. Approach (description of activities, methods, length of project, required 
documentation, and statistical analyses)  

8. Expected Products and Outcomes (products and how they will be used) 
 
Additional items requested but not included in the 5-page limit: 
 

1. A short (not more than one-page) curriculum vitae for each principal investigator. 
2. Budget - should show both requested and matching (at least 25% of total project 

costs) funds for the following expense categories: 
o Salaries (principal investigator, post-doctoral fellows, students, and 

technicians) 
o Benefits (tuition costs are not allowable) 
o Supplies 
o Equipment (all items; non-expendable equipment costs above $5,000 are 

strongly discouraged) 
o Travel 

 
Budgets should include all year costs, as agreements will be funded in their 
entirety.  A minimum 25 percent cost sharing is required.  Indirect charges can be 
used to meet the cost sharing requirement but requires some in-kind funding other 
than indirect charges – this can be Principal Investigator salary, travel, supplies, 
etc.  The leveraging of funds and in-kind contributions among project participants 
is an important criterion. 

 
3. Timetable 
4. Literature Cited 
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REPLY DUE APRIL 6, 2010 

 

Enclosed is a Request for Technology Development Proposals for biological control of invasive 
plants.  Invasive plants are one of the major threats to the ecological integrity of the Nation’s 
forest and rangeland ecosystems.  We have made some progress in combating invasive plants but 
need to accelerate this progress. 
 
This request for proposals (RFP) is being conducted by the Forest Service, Forest Health 
Protection.  It is open to any individual or group.  The focus of the RFP is to identify and conduct 
national technology development biological control projects for invasive plants. 
 
Please forward this RFP on to interested parties. 
 
Thank you for your help in developing new technologies in the use of biological controls in the 
fight against invasive plants. 
 
 
 
 
/s/ James E. Hubbard 
JAMES E. HUBBARD 
Deputy Chief, State and Private Forestry 
 
Enclosure 
 
 
cc:  Richard C Reardon 
Stephen Covell 
Lisa Cress 
Lawrence Turner    
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